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STALIN'S QUESTIONS 
TO THE DELEGATION 
AND ITS REPLIES 



TO AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS 51 

Stalin: If the delegation is not too tired, I would ask it 
to permit me to put several questions, (Delegation agrees). 

Question L tiow do you account for the small 
percentage of American workers [organized in trade 
unions? I think there are about 17 million industrial 
workers in America (the delegates explain that there 
are from 18 to 19 million industrial workers^. I think 
that about 3 ^^nillions are organized. {Delegates ex- 
plain that the American Federation of Labor has a 
mefnbership approximately of 3 million and that be- 
sides these about a half million workers are organized 
in other unions y so that taken together 5/^ million 
workers are organized.) Personally I think that the 
proportion of American workers organized in trade 
unions is very smalL In the U. S. S. R. 90% of all 
the proletarians in the country are organized in trade 
unions. 

I would like to ask the delegation whether it regards 
this small percentage of organized workers as a good 
thing. Does not the delegation think 'that this small 
percentage is an indication of the weakness of the 
American proletariat and of the weakness of its weapon 
in the struggle against the capitalists in the economic 
field? 

Brophy: The small membership of trade unions is to be 
explained not by the bad tactics applied in the labor organiza- 
tions but by the general economic conditions prevailing in 
the country, which do not stimulate the whole mass of the 
workers to organize. These favorable economic conditions 
restrict the necessity of the working class to fight against the 
capitalists. Of course, these conditions will change. And 
simultaneously with the change in these conditions, the trade 
unions will grow and the whole of the trade union movement 
will proceed along a different path, 

Douglas: I agree with the explanation given by the previ- 
ous speaker. To that I add however, that first of all, it is 
necessary to bear in mind that wages in the United States 
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NEWS 



FROM TRADE UNIONS 
FROM SOVIET RUSSIA 



npHE DAILY WORKER is a daily, sure 
source of accurate labor news. From the 
shop and trade unions^ from dependable labor news 
channels of all kinds^ the Daily Worker receives 
and presents news to give American workers infor- 
mation on every event of interest to Labor. 

From Soviet Russia — ^special correspondence by 
cable and mail — and worker correspondence from 
the fieldSj factories and mines serves to inform our 
readers of the progress of the world's first workers* 
government. 

These are only two of the outstanding features 
of many that make 



The daily WORKER 

^^The National Labor Daily ^^ 



IN NEW YORK 

Per year $8.00 

Six months 4.50 

Three months 2.S0 



OUTSIDE NEW YORK 

Per year ^ .$6.00 

Six months 3*5 

Three months 2»50 



33 First Street 



New York, N, Y. 
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